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WE ARE EXCITED TO SHARE that our granddaughter Anika Huddleston (16) gave 
her life to Christ and was baptized (along with two others) in the ocean this month in 
Ishnomaki, where the tsunami hit so hard 3 1/2 years ago! Anika is a sweet and tal-
ented girl and works with her parents, Chad and Jennifer, in music, teaching children, 
doing computer technology and anything else she is asked to do.  They called us and we 
were privileged to watch her baptism by Skype! 

OUR BIG EVENT this month was hosting our Nakaburi congrega-
tions’ Mexican Taco Party in our basement.  Fifty people were pre-

sent and enjoyed not only the tacos and pumpkin pie, but interacting with one another and en-
joying the program put on by the Covenant Players, a Christian drama troupe that comes to KCS 

every year.  Nine different nationalities were repre-
sented and we even sang one of our songs in three lan-
guages: English, Japanese and Portuguese!  Kurt, Cathy 
and Susan, with the help of many from the audience, 
performed a modern version of “The Prodigal Son!” 

The “Prodigal Son” (in green) rode away on his 
“motorcycle” (in white) to a far away country and pro-

ceeded to spend his money. 
He had to think hard 
whether to pay for his 
friends to party, but decided 
to do so and ended up spend-
ing all his inheritance.  Fi-
nally he decided to go back 
to his “father” (in dark 
green) and ask forgiveness.  

He was forgiven, just as all of us are when we return humbly to our Father in 
Heaven asking His forgiveness! 

ON THE FOLLOWING DAY, THE 

LORD’S DAY, the Covenant Players 
performed at the Nakaburi Church 
of Christ next door, doing three 
plays on the 
theme of 
“Hope in 
Times of 

Trouble.” The plays about serious troubles stressed the fact that 
real help can only be given from our loving and caring Father in 
Heaven.  In February, the troupe will be at Kansai Christian School 
for a day, and will perform two days later at Osaka Bible Semi-
nary, demonstrating how God can use drama in ministering to peo-
ple. 
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MORE HAPPY FAMILY TIME occurred the week before  
when we got to have our grandson Sean (5) with us for a 

week while his mom Yuki recovered from surgery!  He attended KCS for 3 days and his new 
friends were very disappointed that they were not able to tell him good-bye on the 4th day 

because school was can-
celled during the first of 
our recent typhoons!  Sean 
was the designated “cheer 
leader” for the Yellow Team on KCS’s Sport 
Day!  The Yellow Team won, too!  Yuki and 
Sean will return to Jonathan in California No-
vember 1st. 

TREE SURGERY: Two of 
our favorite trees lost 
their lives last year and 
had to be cut down.  One 
was an American Dogwood 
tree that the Mings had 
brought to Japan back in 
the 50s and the other was 
a beautiful oak tree.  Sad 
to see them go, but they will make good firewood this 

winter.  Ryuji Niiro, our OBS grad who is 
a tree surgeon, did the work for us at a 
reasonable price.   

DURING THE SAME WEEKEND, before and after the Covenant Players 
performed, Chad and Jennifer and family came down for a weekend retreat 
in our area with their Be-One group.  They brought two others from Ishi-
nomaki on Friday night and came back again on Monday night, bringing four 
others.  We slept 14 in the house on Friday and 16 on Monday.  It was a 
wonderful time of fellowship and sharing.  We are grateful for the large  
mission house the Lord has provided for such a hospitality ministry. 

KANSAI CHRISTIAN SCHOOL, where Rickie serves as Executive Assistant, has had a good start to the 
school year with 42 full-time students and 2 part-time (home-schooling) students.  This year, as part of my 
responsibility as Board Chairman, the Vice-Chairman and I are al-
ternating attending the KCS staff meetings once a month.  This 
not only helps us know how the board can serve the school better 
but allows us get better acquainted with the staff. 

    It is great to see the spiritual growth in the students’ lives this 
year!  Several junior high students have become a part of the wor-
ship team, and new first graders who have not been exposed to God’s Word are very enthusiastic learners! 

THE LADIES who meet on Tuesday mornings with Rickie continue to enjoy studying 
from the Book of Acts.  They are learning how God uses those who give their lives to 
Him as His servants and continue to be amazed at how the Apostle Paul was totally 
and tirelessly committed to His calling.  Pray that these lovely ladies will recognize 
God’s calling to give their own lives to Him. 

DRIVER’S LICENSES:  Japan has strict laws about 
“older drivers.”  When a person’s driver’s license 
expires after turning 70, it is required that the 
driver must go to a driving school to take visual and 
reaction tests, listen to lectures, and drive the driv-
ing course in school cars.  This took 3 hours for each 
of us.  We both passed and only had to show our 
“graduation certificates” and go through another 2-

hour process (without lectures☺) at the Driver’s 
License Bureau in order to receive our 3-year re-
newed licenses (about $90 each).  (Rickie didn’t tell 
them that her mother drove until she was 97 with-
out ever having taken a behind-the-wheel test!) 

       “Prayer does not fit us for the greater works; prayer is the greater work.”  

(Oswald Chambers, referring to John 14:12)  We thank you for your continued prayers!   
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