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<pclark@kcat.zaq.ne.jp> — <www.jesus4greaterasia.com> 

TRIP TO DISASTER AREA 
 

Last weekend, April 21-25, we were able to make the 11-15 hour trip up north to help with the disaster relief in the 

Ishinomaki and Kessenuma areas.  Seeing the pictures and hearing the experiences of others is not like experiencing 

it for ourselves.  We were able to talk with the people and see their joy in receiving what little we had to give.  Any 

tears were those of joy and gratefulness, rather than feeling sorry for themselves.  They ex-

perienced our encouragement, not only with physical supplies, but with loving eyes and words 

as we gave them gifts.  We could see hope in their eyes and tears when we told them God 

loved them and we loved them, too.  We want you to know that God has worked through you, 

too—as you have prayed for the victims and given of your own monies to help them.  Thank 

you! Thank you!!! Thank you!!                             We left early Thursday morning and ar-

rived just after dark.  There were some 20 

people from several groups the first night 

we were there.  People came and went and 

the last night there were only six of us re-

maining.  This next week, however, there will 

be as many as 70 volunteers.  Through God’s 

leading Chad was guided to a karate dojo, 
actually a headquarters of Japanese karate, and the owner has graciously allowed our groups to use it for sleeping, 
eating and storing supplies.  Chad and Jennifer’s group of house churches, Be-One, (from John 17:21, “that they may 

be one”) is helping with the cost of utilities. 

   On Friday we packed plastic bags of food and supplies, then did 
some shopping for meats.  Our team of three (Beth Johnson of Team 

Expansion) and the two of us went to an old folk’s home to take home-

baked goodies that our Kansai Christian School staff had made for 

them.  (The children of KCS also collected new toys, origami, crayons, 
etc. for children up north.)  This was originally a day-care center, but 

as the tsunami was coming, the people fled up to this place for refuge.  

For two weeks the workers there were unable to leave to get a change of clothes.  Beth 

and others discovered them and were told they had not received anything from the gov-

ernment because it was not an official 

evacuation center.  Our groups have been go-

ing there regularly and they are very appre-

ciative!  We also went to an area where sup-

plies had been given before, but everyone was 

inside because of rain.  Beth called out 

“bushi” (supplies), knocked on doors and the 
people 

came—so grateful to receive 

the items!  As people’s cars and bicycles were washed 

away by the tsunami, they really have no way to get 4 
miles back and forth to buy anything.  No buses or 

trains are running.   
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Saturday began with packing up a variety of foods (an orange, an apple, an onion, po-
tato, other vegetables, a can of meat, instant noodles, etc.) in bags to give out.  Usually   

they have just laid out supplies on a tarp and let the people pick up what they needed, 

but putting the goods in bags is more efficient in the rain.  After loading the van and 

small truck, we went a large devastated area.  The city itself now has stores and gas 

stands in operation, but when you go through the mountain tunnel dividing the city, it is 

a completely different story!  We first went to deliver a portable toilet and a beach 

tent (for changing clothes) to make an outdoor toilet.  The three-generation family had 

asked for one because they have no running water.  The 87-year-old grandpa 

told us Americans had rescued him in Hiroshima and now had helped him again!  

You can see the joy in his face! 

   Then Beth spied an old lady looking for something in the rubble area and said, 

“She needs help.  Stop!”  We offered to help and the lady didn’t say no!  She led 

us across the street to her ruined home, where she and her husband and grand-

son were trying to remove all the contents from the house so the city could tear 

it down.  We worked about 1 1/2 hours and got most of the things out of the 

first floor.  We figured we had moved about 3-5 tons of tatami mats, soaked 

and muddy from the tsunami!  One of our 

workers discovered a fish in the washing machine, left by the tsunami!  The 
stench was pretty bad and Beth lost some of her lunch!  Rickie asked the couple 

how old they were (commonly asked in Japan) and they said 81 and 80!  What a 

blessing to help those who 

really need it!        

Following our work-out (!) 

we drove to a nearby muddy 

lot to give out more supplies.  After word got around, we had a lot of people 

coming in the rain to receive what we had.  They were so very grateful to re-

ceive basic necessities.  I asked one man if he had a portable gas stove and he 

answered honestly that he did have one but that it was broken!  He was very happy to re-

ceive a new one!  Others were excited to receive brooms and new socks and fresh fruit 

and veggies!    Our last stop was at a nursing home to give them the rest of our food.  The 

workers there were so 

very thankful—and we 

were thankful for the 

Japanese bath—onsen—at 

the end of the day! 

   We left Resurrection Sunday morning and 

drove to Sendai to worship 

with the Asahigaoka Church 

of Christ.  We were privi-

leged to witness the baptisms 

of a father and his junior high age daughter.  The father had been brought to the Lord by 

one of the men in the congregation.  This was a perfect ending to our trip north!  We arrived 

home at 1:45 am Monday with Rickie having to get up at 5:30 to make it to school on time!  

We are a “happy tired” and look forward to another trip to help these people! 
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They humbly accepted our gifts—faces 

evidencing their need—and their thanks!!!   

Another new brother 

and sister in Christ! 

Domo arigato gozaimashita! 
Thank you! 
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