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    Osaka Bible Seminary — Jesus for Japan 

   WE WANT TO WISH YOU A WONDERFUL NEW YEAR SERVING OUR LORD! None of us knows what the 

year 2014 holds but, as the song says, “we know Who holds tomorrow.”  Rickie and I had no idea in January 2013 

that I would spend over 3 weeks in the hospital for hip surgery, nor that I’d spend another three days in a differ-

ent hospital for Brachytherapy last week, but the Lord remained our sufficiency through real pain and agony; my 

hip is fine and I should be free of prostate cancer, but now I’m trying to get rid of some serious back pain. We 

continue to trust our future years here in Japan to the Lord. 

   After our December eUpdate was sent out, our pastor’s dear wife Keiko went to 

be with the Lord.  We visited her in the hospital four days before she died and, as 

usual, she smiled and even laughed. She knew her time was near and was not afraid 

of dying because she had no doubt about God’s future for her. She had asked her 

husband to do the service and through his message of hope, the Kimura family 

witnessed to the many non-Christians there. The church building was packed and 

there were about 80 adults and children standing out in the cold for an hour or so. 

She touched the lives of many, and this month some 80 Mokyoroom mothers and 

children or so will have a special remembrance service in our basement. 

   SOME SPECIAL THINGS WE DID THIS YEAR: We made two trips to the triple-disaster area of Tohoku to 

help Chad and Jennifer and to visit with residents and teams alike. I ministered in Mongolia in the fall for two 

weeks, speaking to and encouraging the Centurions Ministry staff and their disciples. We participated in the 

meeting of evangelists in our area in April and attended the All Japan Christian Convention in Kagoshima in the 

summer. I regularly gave messages both at our Nakaburi congregation and at OBS; Rickie made PowerPoint pres-

entations and played the piano at church every other week; she taught her weekly English and Bible class. We 

both spent many days and weeks recruiting and making arrangements for new staff at KCS.  We hosted our 

monthly International Nights averaging some 27 per month with some 100 different people from 21 different 

countries. We have hosted 40 or more overnight guests this year, many for more than one night. 

   FAMILY TIME: Many of you want to hear news of our children and look forward to updates about them.  

Jocelyn and Chris Wolfe and their five children were here for various lengths of time in the spring with Michaela 

spending 3 months with us.  They helped us greatly around the house, cleaning out various areas, and stacking 

wood for our fireplace.  Check out this website for a magazine article about the Wolfe family’s volunteering: 

http://columbiahomemagazine.com/issues/decjan-issue/  Just Click to Read pp 48-54.   

   In December we had to make a trip to Missouri to renew our driver’s licenses in person, so took advantage of 

the “forced trip” to see Jocelyn and family and Jeremy and family, and especially to meet our newest grandchild, 

Edison Clark.  We worshiped with the Wolfes in Columbia, MO, and with a Japanese congregation in Raleigh, NC. 

We enjoyed another “Christmas” with Jennifer 

and family at New Year’s time here in Osaka.  We 

couldn’t see Jonathan and family in the States 

but spent some time together here this summer. 
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